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â€œI adore the Beekman boysâ€™ story. Their unlikely story of love, the land, and a herd of goats is

hilariously honest. If these two can go from Manhattan to a goat farm in upstate New York, then I

canâ€™t help feeling there is hope for us all.â€• â€“Alice Waters â€œKilmer-Purcellâ€™s genius lies in

his ability to blindside the reader with heart-wrenching truths in the midst of the most outlandish

scenarios. He makes you laugh until you care.â€• â€” Armistead Maupin Michael Perry (Coop, Truck:

A Love Story) meets David Sedaris (Me Talk Pretty One Day, Dress Your Family in Corduroy and

Denim) in this follow-up to Josh Kilmer-Purcellâ€™s beloved New York Times bestselling debut

memoir, I Am Not Myself These Daysâ€”another riotous, moving, and entirely unique story of his

attempt to tackle the next phase of life with his partnerâ€¦ on a goat farm in upstate New York.
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Simply put, "The Bucolic Plague" by Josh Kilmer-Purcell was a fun and engrossing read. When you

read a book you really enjoy, it's often difficult to describe to others exactly why you thought the

book was so great. For me, "The Bucolic Plague" is one of those books, but I will attempt to explain

why I was reading this book for hours on end - turning page after page.First off, Josh Kilmer-Purcell

does a masterful job in creating an intimate closeness with the reader. The friendly tone of the entire

memoir makes you feel as if you're sitting next to him on the couch while he's explaining to you how

he and his partner went from high-profile Manhattanites to goat farmers in upstate New York. In this

hectic instant-gratification world the story strikes a chord because it is a familiar one to many people



- the yearning to throw away your rush-hour-9-to-6-5-days-a-week-plus-overtime career and settle

to a simpler, idyllic life in the country on a farm. Maybe you'll own some livestock - a couple of cows,

maybe a goat. Growing your own vegetables fresh from your prize-winning organic heirloom garden.

While many of us may not agree with (or perhaps even like) Martha Stewart, nevertheless when we

picture that ideal farmhouse most of us picture a perfect home straight out of a Pottery Barn catalog.

Partners Josh and Brent take the plunge and turn their dream into a reality by purchasing a stately

farm mansion in the middle of Sharon Springs, New York.What follows is the reinvention of the

Beekman Mansion from a simple weekend getaway home to a full-fledged, working farm - including

the monetary need to survive!

I just have to share the first lines of the prologue from this book with you. "The last time I saw 4

A.M., I was tottering home in high heels and a matted wig sipping from the tiny bottles of Absolut

that I always kept in my bag for emergencies. Emergencies like "last call"." I just had to see what

would happen next! The author, Josh Kilmer-Purcell goes on to explain that now, a decade later,

he's digging through a backpack with milk bottles for 5 baby goats that he's transporting in his

pickup truck to the filming studio for the Martha Stewart Show that will be featured on the show

telling about their handmade goat milk soap business in upstate New York.Josh and his partner,

Brent who is the one working for the Martha Stewart show (Josh is a advertising exec and author)

come upon what they find out is the Beekman Mansion, a 4,500 square food mansion built in 1802

which has been renovated but on the market, for sale for the last four years. They're up in the area

on a fall apple picking outing. The mansion is in Sharon Springs, a tiny little town in upstate New

York, about a 3 1/2 hour train ride and drive from Manhattan where they own a tiny apartment and

have high powered, big city jobs. They call Michelle, the local real estate agent and tour the

mansion which they fall in love with. It's beautifully restored, complete with a family crypt in the

back, a barn and another small structure which could serve as servant quarters. The place is listed

for $1,000,000 but they make a low ball offer which is accepted.A man named John who has

seventy some goats leaves a letter in their mailbox asking if they need a caretaker in exchange for

housing the goats.
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